
www.OhioARPATracker.org

A dynamic website to track 
how Ohio is investing its 
federal COVID relief 
dollars. 

http://www.ohioarpatracker.org/


• March 2020: Congress passed, and then-President Donald Trump signed, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act which included $150 billion in Coronavirus Relief Funds. Ohio was allocated $2.6 
billion.

• March 2021: Congress passed, and President Joe Biden signed, the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).The 
Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (SLFRF) included $350 billion to state, local, and Tribal 
governments across the country to support their response to and recovery from the COVID-19 public health 
emergency. Ohio’s share is $5.4 billion. Another $5.3 billion was designated for counties, municipalities, and  
townships.

Where did it go? How did it help?

A Billion Here, A Billion There

2.5 Years: $13.3 Billion 



A Billion Here, A Billion There

2.5 Years: $13.3 Billion 

Tracking
• How much money was allocated, for what purpose, and has it been spent to date?
• How was the spending authorized?
• How much money is left to be allocated at the state and local level?

Transparency 

Advocacy 



Ohio’s CRF Spending



Using CRF Data



Finding Your Local Allocations



Local Government Allocations to 
Every County



DATA 101
• Data provides a framework to understand an issue

• The framework has to be built from your ability to organize, structure, and 
understand

• Find good sources
• Consider timeliness versus reliability



WHERE DID ALL THIS INFORMATION COME 
FROM? (non-exhaustive list)

• Governor DeWine's News Releases
• City Council Meeting Minutes and Agendas
• County Commissioner Meeting Minutes and Agendas
• https://www.naco.org/resources/featured/arpa-investment-tracker
• House Bills 687, 168, 169, 377
• Local News Outlets (creating RSS feeds)
• Controlling Board Agendas
• ARPA Plans and Reports

https://www.naco.org/resources/featured/arpa-investment-tracker


Go To: www.ohioarpatracker.org
• Follow along as we learn how to use the data







Local Fiscal Recovery Fund – Columbus and 
Franklin County









Using Data for Advocacy
• Use the specific numbers to ask questions/make requests via:

• E-mail
• Phone calls
• In-person meetings or hearings

• Know what has been funded 
• Ask what is missing
• Know how much money is needed for your ask
• Use persuasive terms like "Pilot Program" or "not base building"

• Use Social Media
• Specific one-time uses of funds
• Tag representatives and use hashtags to gain their attention









COVID Cliff
Immediate: $50M for foodbank network to shore up capacity 



Remaining $1.56 billion:
Address Long-Standing Problems Causing Health Disparities

Lead Poisoning Prevention—Ohio House Bill 587, sponsored by Representative Tom Patton (R-Strongsville) 
and Representative Dontavius Jarrells (D-Columbus) and supported by the Ohio Lead Free Kids Coalition calls for a 
significant investment of ARPA dollars in lead poisoning prevention.

Housing Stability—Led by the Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio, more than 230 organizations 
are asking for a one-time investment of $308 million to add supportive and affordable housing, address infant 
mortality, and keep seniors housed.

Reducing Health Disparities—In August 2020, Governor DeWine released the COVID-19 Minority Health 
Strike Force Blueprint which includes actionable recommendations to both eliminate racial and ethnic disparities in 
COVID-19 and other health outcomes and improve overall well-being for communities of color in Ohio. 
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