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Advocates for Ohio’s Future (AOF) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan coalition 

of over 500 state and local health and human services policy, advocacy, 

and provider organizations that promotes health and human service 

budget and policy solutions so that all Ohioans live better lives. 

Our coalition believes in investing in our state’s most valuable 

resource—our people—to ensure that they are safe, healthy, and can 

access pathways to prosperity for themselves and their families.



AOF Membership 
Steering Committee

Access to physical and behavioral health care
Nutrition Support
Safe and affordable housing
Services for older adults and people with disabilities 
Expanded home and community based services 
Early childhood care and education
Workforce development
Broadband access and affordability 
Transportation 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5dc5b0da70fe636e7866b171/t/6217fd954142ea6316aace5b/1645739413934/2022+AOF+Steering+Committee.pdf


AOF Membership 





Public Health Emergency (PHE) Unwind
Since January 2020, a number of COVID-related enhanced benefits, waivers and program 
flexibilities have held families together, helped keep them safe and supported their most 
basic needs, at a time when an unprecedented pandemic raged outside their homes and 
made going to work a health risk. 

When the federal Public Health Emergency (PHE) expires (currently set for October 13, 
2022, expected to be renewed until mid-January 2023), these flexibilities and 
expansions will end causing a COVID Cliff, where families still fighting to gain stability 
will face the end of enhanced Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits, 
the redetermination of the full Medicaid caseload for the first time in over two years, 
resumed federal student loan payments, and more.

How can we ensure state, local agencies, providers, and impacted Ohioans are prepared for the 
PHE unwind and mitigate the impact of the COVID Cliff?



Ohio COVID Recovery Coalition
AOF convened a new coalition, the Ohio COVID Recovery Coalition, to analyze and form 
recommendations for state agencies and counties to “unwind” emergency flexibilities and 
other policies across assistance programs granted by the federal government to enhance 
states’ ability to respond to the crisis expeditiously and protect and serve the general 
public. 

Objectives

• Identify all waivers/flexibilities in place across federal/state policies intended to 
provide additional assistance during public health emergency

• Confirm timeline of expirations-including any state actions needed

• What flexibilities could/should be made permanent (in some way, full or partial)

• Help state agencies connect people with assistance-inform recipients of future changes

• Develop recommendations for state agencies



Potential Impacts

9
Source: Commonwealth Fund

INDUCED RECESSION

If disenrollment is accelerated, 
Ohio Will lose 51.5k jobs 
including 30.5k outside of 

healthcare, reducing Gross State 
Product by $5.2B

LEGAL RISK

Due process and discrimination 
potential is significant. 

Additionally, PERM may be 
impacted, risking billions in 

clawback from state and county 
governments

INCREASED GOVT EXPENSE

County governments have to 
make determinations and are 

facing staffing challenges, 
numerous eligibility systems and 

threat of penalties

DISENROLLEMENT

Up to 440k disenrolled.
Increased likelihood of 

hospitalization.

https://www.commonwealthfund.org/blog/2022/what-are-economic-and-employment-consequences-phasing-down-medicaid-enrollment-after
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COVID Cliff Bridge: AOF Proposal
n











Lame Duck Watch  
• Senate Bill 17 (Schaffer)-Regards eligibility for SNAP, Medicaid, and 

unemployment

• Public Assistance Benefits Accountability (PABA) Task Force

• Publicly Funded Child Care (PFCC) and Step Up to Quality (SUTQ) Study 
Committee 

https://www.ohiosenate.gov/legislation/GA134-SB-17


Revenue in Ohio



Source: LSC Historic Revenue tables



Since 2005… The Tax Shift.

From the wealthy to the rest of us, 
from the state to our local communities.

- 10 income tax rate cuts
- Higher sales tax 
- Tax loopholes for the well-connected
- Broken promises to local communities, (LGF, Estate, TPP, Rollback)

$8 billion revenue loss

Source: The Great Ohio Tax Shift, Feb. 2022, Policy Matters Ohio



Ohio’s most recent income tax rate cuts…
2020 Tax Rates 2021 Tax Rates

$0 - $21,750 0.000% $0 - $25,000 0.000%

$21,751 - $43,450 2.850% $25,000 - $44,250 2.765%

$43,451 - $86,900 3.326% $44,251 - $88,450 3.226%

$86,901 - $108,700 3.802% $88,451 - $110,650 3.688%

$108,701 - $217,400 4.413% $110,651 and above 3.990%

$217,401 and above 4.797%

16% rate cut!



Source: LSC Historic Spending, and BLS inflation calculator



Source: LSC Historic Spending, and BLS inflation calculator



Source: LSC Historic Spending, and BLS inflation calculator



Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics



Pending tax cut proposals (Pass the Buck Budgeting):

- Eliminate the the Commercial Activity Tax - (HB 234)
Phase out over 5 years costing the state about $2 billion (in today’s dollars) when fully implemented.

- Eliminate the state Income Tax - (SB 327)
Phase out over 10 years costing state about $11.2 billion (in today’s dollars) when fully implemented. 



Let’s build up a stronger Ohio…

1. Have a Vision - What will it take to solve Ohio’s most pressing needs? Policymakers need to hear from 
you what is needed to not only maintain the status quo, but what will it take to build up our community. 

2. Connect the Dots - Incorporate revenue into your messages and advocacy. Discuss how sustainable
and adequate revenue means for service delivery in this budget and future budgets. 

3. Educate members and coalition partners on how our state revenues fund important services -
revenues are needed to build communities where we want to live.



Let’s make Ohio the best place to raise a family
By investing in the foundations of our communities.

Thank you
Nick Bates, J.D. 

Nick@oneohionow.org

mailto:Nick@oneohionow.org


Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215



Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215

2022 Out of Reach Report



Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215

Rising Rent and Evictions



Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215

ARPA for Affordable Housing
Invest $308 million of Ohio’s $5.6 billion to:

• Create 1,500 housing units of supportive 
housing ($100 million)

• Create up to 5,000 affordable rental 
homes ($150 million)

• Expand Healthy Beginnings at Home ($9 
million)

• Fund Home repair and accessibility 
upgrades ($39 million)

• Expand the Frequent Users Systems 
Engagement (FUSE) program for people 
exiting criminal justice system ($10 
million)



Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215

• Ohio Housing Trust Fund
• Predatory Housing Investors
• Eviction expungement
• State Low Income Housing Tax Credit

2023 State, Federal, Local

• New Congress, different congressional districts
• Federal Budget

• Local Tenant Protections
• Pay to Stay
• Source of Income discrimination
• Right to Counsel



Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215

Advocacy Works!
Power of the People

• Start

• Build Relationships

• Grassroots plan

• Simple and Succinct Messaging

• Communication

• Media and press



Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215

Housing Crisis In the News



Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215

• Persuasive

• Persistent

• Polite

All the P’s
Passionate



Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215

Questions? 

Gina Wilt
Advocacy Director 

ginawilt@cohhio.org

mailto:Amy.riegel@cohhio.org


2023 Budget Goals 
and Objectives

Jordan Ballinger,
Policy Director



DRO Overview

• Disability Rights Ohio is the state designated and federally 
authorized protection and advocacy system for the state of 
Ohio

• Our mission is to advocate for an equitable Ohio for people 
with disabilities

• Our vision is voices elevated. People empowered. Equity 
achieved.



DRO’s Guiding Budget Principle

• Increase wages for direct care workers



Ohio HCBS Coalition

• Steering Committee: Ohio Statewide 
Independent Living Council; Ohio 
Developmental Disabilities Council; and 
Ohio Association of Area Agencies on 
Aging; 

• Current membership includes over 100 
organizations and self-advocates



Ohio HCBS Coalition
• Collaboration between O4A, DRO, OSILC & DD 

Council
• Advocates for Ohio’s Future letter calling for 

support to home and community-based services 
and supports

• Letter sent to Governor DeWine calling for 
additional funding to home and community-
based services and supports signed by 50 
individuals and organizations

• Coalition begins meeting monthly and expands 
membership

• Establishes mission, goals, objectives, shared 
talking points, and budget priorities

• Advocated for 10% increase in provider rates 
over the biennium

• Legislature passed 6% in ODM and ODA and 4% 
in DODD provider rates

• Governor DeWine vetoed the provision, but rates 
were still increased

• However, the workforce emergency has only 
intensified since the previous budget



Ohio HCBS Coalition

The Ohio HCBS Coalition 
advocates for a strong 
home and community-
based supports system 
that provides all Ohioans 
the opportunity to thrive 
and stay connected and 
engaged in our homes 
and communities.

www.ohiohcbscoalition.org



Budget Member Priorities 

1. Increase direct care worker wages to at 
least $18/hr

2. This would be a roughly $1B investment 
into the home and community-based 
service system

3. Eliminate the requirement for non-
agency providers to purchase a surety 
bond



DRO Budget Advocacy 
• Working with disabled advocates and 

supporting their advocacy
• DRO has been working with the Ohio 

Olmstead Task Force, Breaking Silences, and 
the Independent Living Centers to ensure 
disabled advocates voices are being heard by 
decision makers

• Our budget advocacy is being primarily 
driven by these advocates

• DRO will be coordinating advocacy efforts 
that put disabled advocates at the center and 
ensure legislators hear directly from them 



DRO Budget Advocacy 
• DRO has been collecting individual stories 

about how the direct care workforce shortage 
is impacting individuals and workers

• DRO will be publishing a story map and 
report on the direct care workforce crisis

• DRO will be using these resources to organize 
advocates and provide information to the 
legislature

• DRO will create toolkits to support advocacy 
efforts for disabled advocates

• This budget DRO is focused on the grassroots 
advocacy efforts of disabled advocates



DRO Budget Advocacy 
• DRO recognizes the power in elevating 

individual stories and supporting 
advocates

• DRO also recognizes how essential 
coalition efforts are to push forward 
advocacy efforts

• This budget cycle DRO is focusing on 
moving both needles forward to ensure 
one of the largest increases in our HCBS 
system 



DRO Public Policy Resource 
Center

• DRO has updated its public policy page 
that includes toolkits, information on story 
sharing, how to contact your legislator and 
ways to get further involved in advocacy 
efforts in Ohio

• https://www.disabilityrightsohio.org/publ
ic-policy-
advocacy#Advocacy%20Priorities



Contact

Jordan Ballinger
Policy Director
jballinger@disabilityrightsohio.org
614-466-7264 x135

mailto:jballinger@disabilityrightsohio.org


Setting Budget Priorities

By Tim Johnson



Ohio Poverty Law Center

• We are a statewide non-profit housed within the Ohio State Legal Services 
Association.

• We are sister organizations with Legal Aid Society of Columbus and 
Southeastern Ohio Legal Services but work with all Ohio legal aid 
programs.

• Our Mission: to reduce poverty and increase justice by protecting and 
expanding the legal rights of Ohioans living, working, and raising their 
families in poverty.

• All of our budget priorities are set by our mission and the issues faced by 
legal aid clients. 



Budget Priorities: Lead Poisoning Prevention
The Harm of Lead Poisoning
Lifelong impacts include:

• Decreased bone and muscle growth
• Damage to nervous system and/or kidneys
• Speech and language problems
• Hearing loss

• Effects include:
• Developmental delay
• Cognitive problems
• Decreased IQ
• Attention Deficit Disorder

• Study by CWRU on “Downstream Effects” findings include:
• Children with EBLL 27% lower chance of being on track for kindergarten
• 25-30% more likely to enter the juvenile justice system & 34% more likely to be 

incarcerated as adults
• By age 23, 40% more likely to require homeless services (and other public aid)



The  Scope of the Problem
• Lead dust from lead paint in old housing (built before lead paint was 

outlawed in 1978) is the number 1 source of child lead poisoning.

• 2/3 of Ohio’s housing stock was built before 1980 and an estimated 
427,875 children 6 and under live in this housing.

• Ohio has the second highest percentage of kids who have elevated 
bloods lead levels in the country.

• Every county in Ohio has young children in housing with potential lead 
hazards. Every county does not have equal resources. 

• We don’t do a good job of ensuring homes are lead safe before a child 
is exposed or even testing children and following up to remove lead 
hazards after a child is already poisoned.



Budget Priorities: Lead Poisoning Prevention

• Use the Lead Poisoning Prevention Fund to expand upon success of Lead Safe Grants.

• Allow Ohio to enforce the Renovation, Repair, and Painting rule.

• Expand SCHIP program to bolster prevention efforts and begin track 2 work. 

• Support the bi-partisan proposal to use American Rescue Plan funding for residential lead 
abatement and lead hazard control.



Challenges with Budget Advocacy

• Competing interests in a crowded field.

• Understanding the issue.

• Understanding the scope & urgency.

• Highlighting success and managing expectations.



Tips On Setting Budget Priorities

• What is your hook? 

• What issues matters most to you right now, what is your wish list? 

• How can you broaden the appeal of your asks to the widest audience? 

• Do not let the definition of a “budget” constrain you. Policy change should always be on the table. 

• New ideas are fantastic but don’t be afraid to build off previous successes.



Tips on Budget Advocacy

• Who can you bring in to help you? 

• Find the sweet spot when asking for funding.

• Like Noah’s arc, bring two of each when possible.

• Get to know the staffers.

• Check in with all interested parties and groups.

• If possible, consider supporting activities for your asks. 



Questions

• (614) 541-1701

• tjohnson@ohiopovertylaw.org



The Ohio Children’s Budget Coalition
Creating a Vision of Whole Child Wellbeing in Ohio’s 2024-2025 Biennial Budget



Why a Children’s Budget?
● While children make up 22% of Ohio’s population, they 

represent 100% of Ohio’s future. The budget is a moral 
document that is a reflection of our priorities as a state –
we must do right by the children of Ohio.

● The future of Ohio’s children rests, in large part, on the 
decisions that Ohio’s adults make on their behalf in 
programs and funding during the budget process. 

● It is critical to articulate a hopeful vision for Ohio’s 
children grounded in a realistic plan for action. 

● To support the potential of each child, they must be 
cared for, healthy, educated, fed, and nurtured. 
Unfortunately, too many Ohio children are not 
adequately supported in all areas of their wellbeing.



The Ohio Children’s Budget 
Coalition (OCBC) 

The Ohio Children’s Budget Coalition is made up of 23 statewide advocacy organizations (and 
growing) committed to creating a vision of whole child wellbeing in Ohio.

● Advocates for Ohio's Future
● Center for Community Solutions
● Children's Defense Fund-Ohio
● Groundwork Ohio
● Juvenile Justice Coalition
● Public Children Services Association
● of Ohio
● Women's Public Policy Network
● Ohio Children's Alliance
● Coalition on Homelessness and

Housing in Ohio (COHHIO)
● Buckeye Hills Regional Council

● Ohio Children's Hunger Alliance
● Ohio Lead Free Kids Coalition
● Policy Matters Ohio
● Ohio Education  Association
● Ohio Federation of Teachers
● OCALI
● Ohio Poverty Law Center
● Council for a Strong America
● Appalachian Children Coalition
● First Year Cleveland
● Pre4Cle
● Philanthropy Ohio

http://www.advocatesforohio.org/
https://www.communitysolutions.com/
http://www.cdfohio.org/
https://www.groundworkohio.org/
http://jjohio.org/
http://www.pcsao.org/
http://www.pcsao.org/
http://womenspublicpolicynetwork.org/
https://www.ohiochildrensalliance.org/
https://cohhio.org/
https://cohhio.org/
https://buckeyehills.org/
https://www.childrenshungeralliance.org/
https://www.ohleadfreekids.org/
https://www.policymattersohio.org/
https://www.ohea.org/
http://oh.aft.org/
http://www.ocali.org/
https://www.ohiopovertylawcenter.org/
https://www.strongnation.org/
https://www.appalachianchildrencoalition.org/
https://www.firstyearcleveland.org/
https://pre4cle.org/


We advocate for a state budget that:
✔ Prioritizes the whole child, including the communities they call home and the systems they depend on.

✔ Improves outcomes and eliminates silos by building a comprehensive, coordinated continuum of services 
and programs to address issues beyond the artificial boundaries of agencies and funding streams.

✔ Protects essential programs that promote whole child well-being. Maintains and builds on previous 
investments that promote health, nutrition, housing security, quality child care, economic stability, strong 
families, quality education, and critical infrastructure, like broadband, that connects children and families to 
the services and supports needed during the pandemic and beyond.

✔ Advances budget solutions that prioritize racial equity and combat the effects of structural racism in our 
communities, which negatively impact child outcomes.

✔ Supports the transition to adulthood. Childhood is a continuum and adolescent development continues 
through the early 20s. Many youth need additional support to successfully transition to adulthood.

✔ Ensures all investments go toward data/research-driven best practices, approaches, programs, and services 
that maximize benefits for children and families and represent an effective use of taxpayer investments.



Ohio FY24-25 Budget Priorities 
Partners have committed to write specific policy and funding recommendations to inform 
decision-making, promote racial equity, and take on the considerable challenges of COVID-19 
with evidence-based, effective strategies. 

● Strengthen the Ohio Earned Income Tax Credit

● Infant and Maternal Health

● Bridging Ohio’s Digital Divide

● Child care workforce shortage and compensation

● Youth Incarceration

● Paid Family and Medical Leave

● Childhood mental health

● Full implementation of Fair School Funding Formula

To access all of our past briefs and learn more, visit: www.ohiochildrensbudget.org

● Expand Summer Food Access for Children

● Ending Homelessness for Children and Families

● Expand Access to High Quality Child Care

● Increased access to school meals for all Ohio 

students

● Continuous Medicaid Coverage for children

● Family First Prevention Services Act

● Multi-System Youth

● Child Lead Poisoning

http://www.ohiochildrensbudget.org/


Approach to Advocacy

• Vision: all investments that prioritize our children are possible and necessary to support the 
whole child; no fixed pie.

• Issue Briefs allow organizations to learn about major issues of other partners and to help 
find connections between their issues

• Within conversations individual partners have with lawmakers, they also discuss priorities of 
OCBC members and OCBC collectively

• OCBC to publish an “issue-brief book” comprised of the various issues briefs
• Meetings with administration and legislature that include multiple members of OCBC to 

discuss issues of child wellbeing
• Webinars, social media outreach, twitter storms, and information sharing

• Follow OCBC on twitter and social media- @BudgetOhio- Profile / Twitter

https://twitter.com/budgetohio


Thank You!
Email: 

kungar@childrensdefense.org 



Next Up: Local, State and Federal Perspectives on 
HHS

Don’t forget to sign up for our next Budget Training Academy webinar 
coming up Wednesday October 19th at 10:30am 
• Register HERE

Just Announced: Budget Academy Summit on Tuesday, December 6th from 
11:30-4:15pm. Register HERE.

Recording and slides will be sent out to all registrants by tomorrow
• Recording and slides will also be available at 

https://www.advocatesforohio.org/budget-training-academy

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4IepHhgNQ6CUACKgFRXWyg
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-budget-training-academy-summit-tickets-415642015457
https://www.advocatesforohio.org/budget-training-academy
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